How do researchers choose their research methodologies? If we have recourse to the standard research methods textbooks we will find guidance for students conducting research which broadly asks them to consider a qualitative or quantitative or mixed methods route based on the context and discipline of their study. These books focus on simple dichotomous decisions to enable students to navigate their way through what can be a whole new domain of terminology, when all they wanted to do was ask people a few questions.
mixed methods for which there is no specific rule, and multiple iterations, as well as collaboration between practitioner and researcher. The purpose of this methodology is to advance both theory and practice (Barab 2014 ), a vital driver in interactive learning research. That is not to say this is a single preferred methodology, but that methodological choice should consider the broader goals behind the research, the extent of reflexive thinking undertaken and the reach of the outcomes presented.
We look then in this journal for that range of original contributions which moves away from binary thinking: proving an existing model in one new time-limited context, offering a new model with little testing except from one group of students. Researchers are encouraged to use multiple methods in their search for ways to explore the digital learning environment, producing not just one more case study but practical solutions to educational issues through technology, which can also cause us to rethink underlying theoretical ideas. Small-scale studies, which are often reported in this journal, are rarely linked or offered with public domain data. Perhaps without such sharing, or collaboration across research groups, the opportunities for genuine theory development as well as ground-breaking educational change is limited. The choice of methodology will always depend on the judgement and methodological standpoint of the researcher and their relationship with practice and the practitioner and there are clearly no simple rules to follow in order to achieve educational breakthroughs. This issue alone offers a wide range of methodologies, including the randomised controlled trial, and the rationales for these methodologies are sound. Educational interventions are complex, multifactorial and culturally grounded. A research methodology which cannot account for this complexity may not be a wise choice.
